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enforced widowhood ; the question they face is, what
steps should be taken to rid their country of this evil ?

One suggested remedy is the bill mentioned in the
preceding chapter, introduced by Rai Sahib Harbilas
Sarda into the Central Indian Legislature, and since
commonly known as the Sarda Child Marriage Bill.

In October 1927, this bill was circulated through-
out India for opinions. The views thus elicited were
published by the Government in a Paper dated Feb-
ruary 1928. This Paper, containing statements by
Indian justices, by bar associations, by leading educa-
tors and examiners, by business and landowners'
organisations, by district commissioners and deputy
commissioners, and by governors in council, gives an
enlightening cross section of educated opinion. In the
statement of the principal of the Sanskrit College at
Benares, the reader finds an outline of the generally
accepted objectives of the bill, as it then stood, and
also the individual opinion of this important educa-
tional authority:

The main objects of the Bill are (i) to put a
stop to the possibility of widowhood in case of girls
below 12 years of age by declaring their marriages
invalid and (ii) to prevent to a certain extent the
physical and moral deterioration of boys and girls
by laying down their minimum marriageable ages.

The Bill involves certain important socio-re-
ligious changes. In my opinion reforms of the so-
ciety, whenever they are necessary, must come
from within the society itself and must not, as far
as possible, be imposed from without, e.g. thrfrugh
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